[A three-year retrospective cohort study on pulmonary tuberculosis in Shanghai. Shanghai Pulmonary Tuberculosis Epidemiological Research Group].
Based upon the study population selected for a cross-sectional survey in 1990, a three-year retrospective cohort study on pulmonary tuberculosis was carried out in Shanghai. The cases of tuberculosis from 1987 to 1990 were determined according to home-visit inquiry combined with medical history collection, physical examination and routine notification material. The overall incidences of active, bacillus positive and smear positive for the whole city, higher in male than in female, were 54.5/100,000, 21.5/100,000 and 19.4/100,000, respectively. The incidence tended to rise with the increase of age, and, there were peaks among age group 30 and 60. The initial and relapse incidences were 48.7/100,000 and 5.8/100,000, and most of the relapse cases were those aged above 45. The undetection rates of active, bacillus positive and smear positive were 23.1%, 36.6% and 37.8%, respectively. The registration rate of detected cases was above 97%. This study indicates that it is applicable to perform retrospective cohort study on tuberculosis while conducting cross-sectional survey and the data can be used to evaluate the epidemiologic situation, control effect and the quality of notification.